Achieve's budget is large-over $10 million in revenues and expenditures annually. Its declared mission 2 Dedicated to supporting standards-based education reform efforts across the states. Achieve helps states raise academic standards and graduation requirements, improve assessments and strengthen accountability.
Whether Achieve actually achieves its mission is open to debate. Over two decades, it has grown substantially and spun off several other organizations that extend its reach. Has Achieve used its resources wisely? Is it now what it was meant to be twenty years ago when 86 governors and corporate CEOs created it? That is the subject of this report.
This report lifts most of its facts from Achieve Inc. Internal Revenue Service (IRS) filings 3 and the Achieve website (https://www.achieve.org/). Other sources are referenced as appropriate.
Some History
Achieve's origin story involves Summits-four or, perhaps, five of them. It was birthed at the 1996 "National Education Summit" of US state governors and corporate heads, where 3Achieve Inc. (2000 Inc. ( -2015 . Form 990: Return of Organization Exempt From Income Tax. Documents obtained through Citizen Audit, https://www.citizenaudit.org/; Guidestar https://www.guidestar.org/Home.aspx; and the National Center for Charitable Statistics, http://nccs.urban.org/. Achieve Form 990s can be found here: 2000 2001 2002 2003 2004 2005 2006 2007 2008 2009 2010 2011 2012 2012b 2013 2013b 2013c 2014 2014b 2015 2016 …the nation's governors and business leaders pledged to work together, state by state, to raise standards and achievement in public schools. The Summit also led to the creation of Achieve to help states raise academic standards, improve assessments, and strengthen accountability. 4 In attendance from each of the 43 participating states were the sitting governor and a corporate CEO. Washington State, for example, sent Governor Mike Lowry and Kerry Killinger, the CEO of the now-defunct Washington Mutual bank.
5
IBM's CEO Louis Gerstner, taking the lead for the corporate side, would issue the prophetic call to action 6 We could debate ideas for days and weeks. Instead, let's act'. Let's take risks. Let's start to make change happen. There has to be a starting point for change, and here it is.
Other K-12 education Summits hosted by Achieve would be held in 1999 Achieve would be held in , 2001 Achieve would be held in , and 2005 But, already by 1999 the two-by-two Noah's Ark method of filling the Summit chairs exclusively with governors and corporate CEOs was relaxed.
Instead, some states sent their state education superintendents, others 4http://www.achieve.org/Summits 5The CEO of Boeing also attended, as a member of the "corporate leaders" group.
6Achieve. (1996) The National Education Summit on High Schools was hosted by Achieve and the National Governors' Association, with 45 governors, CEOs from some of the nation's largest businesses, and leading K-12 and postsecondary education leaders participating. On the Summit's final day, Achieve announced the launch of the American Diploma Project (ADP) Network -a coalition that now includes 35 pioneering states.
Notably, neither Microsoft nor the Bill and Melinda Gates Foundation was involved in the Summits at first. A representative from the foundation 7Achieve. (1999) . The 1999 National Education Summit, 1999 http://www.achieve.org/publications/1999-national-education-summit-overview 8Another national education summit would be held in 2007, but it concentrated on higher education issues. Time has degraded the heft of Achieve's board membership (see Figure 1) .
As of 2018, the board comprised fewer representatives from the worlds of business and politics (now four and two, respectively), and more from education and nonprofit institutions. There remained only one sitting governor (one ex-governor has been added). At the beginning, Achieve was a fairly neutral, general advocate for higher academic standards. It has since become a full time advocate for the very specific Common Core Initiative. Over the years, as pro-Common Core governors and corporate leaders serving on the Achieve board moved on to other endeavors, replacements apparently could not be found.
Furthermore, the quantity of resources expended in Achieve's early days 12https://www.achieve.org/our-board-directors Nonpartisan Education Review, Articles 7 pales in comparison with the amount spent in the more recent years of Common Core focus (see Table 1 ). Achieve's first five major projects, from Until 2013, Achieve absorbed all donations for its own work, with no significant investment savings and no grant giving. Since then, however, Achieve has awarded some grants (see Figure 3 ).
Nonpartisan Education Review, Articles 9
Figure 3. Achieve: Contributions coming in and going out in $millions, 2000-
2015
Where have these Achieve grants gone? Table 2 summarizes Achieve's grant funding as Achieve categorizes it. 14 Ironically, in its annual IRS filings, Achieve consistently claims zero expenditures for "lobbying" and "advertising and promotion." Yet, those two labels would validly describe its funding activity.
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We must do something!
Rhetoric from the 1995-2005 National Education Summits overflowed with
we-must-act exhortations, such as:
There can be no turning back ...The stakes for our young people, and for the nation's future, are too high.
-2001 National Education Summit, Statement of Principles
The time for analysis and evaluation has passed. We have to act, and act decisively, to save our schools. Haste was celebrated; waste may have been overlooked. The governors and corporate CEOs were not education experts, so whom they turned to for advice would determine Summit outcomes.
And, they built a Rube Goldberg machine.
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The Common Core Initiative never made much sense, and never could have worked as intended.
Consider some of the main points in the Common Core sales pitch:
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• It was said that we needed to compare student achievement across
states, yet the National Assessment of Educational Progress (NAEP)
had been doing that since the 1990s.
• It was said that we needed tests that would predict college
readiness, yet the ACT and SAT already did that.
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• It was said that we needed tests aligned to high school curricula, yet most states had already developed such tests.
• It was said that we needed to hold all children in all states to the same standards on the same scale, which assumes that the leaders Prophetically, the only organization among the 11 "Resources" that specialized in curriculum and test development was the New Standards Project, the ill-23A sampling of the citations and references in Achieve's own reports reveals much the same. Celebrity researchers and well-funded advocacy groups overwhelmingly dominate Achieve's information sources. This cannot be solved alone by the schools. This is a national problem.
It demands that the entire nation participate in its solution."
In fact, scarcely any of the nation's population participated in the solution.
There was much talk of an education crisis and a "damn the torpedoes, full 32Again, contract payments to consultants are not included; some contractors, most prominently Jennifer Vranek, Sue Pimentel, and Sheila Byrd collected over $100,000 as consultants over several years. Common Core promoters tout its alleged broad origins among educators and the general populace. In truth, just a few small, but interconnected, groups hatched the CCI.
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In the past decade, these few have spawned hundreds more that continue to push it. To the untrained eye, any one of these groups might appear to have independent origins and missions. But, study the funding sources and the staff resumes of a few of the many Common Core proselytizers and one will start to notice a strong network pattern.
34
Bill Gates is wealthier than the other owners of Microsoft stock because he was one of the two founders of the firm. He has received a percentage of every profit from day one. Likewise, the "social entrepreneurs" who "got in on the ground floor" of CCI's launch have gained the most from its "success."
35
Critics contend that Common Core programs and materials are convoluted, counter-intuitive, and difficult to implement.
36
That may be a problem for the millions of educators, parents, and students who must use them. But, it delivers a windfall to those with perceived Common Core expertise; they can charge what the market will bear in consulting fees. 41http://education-first.com/who-we-are/our-people/
Common Core promotion: A runaway train
As noted in Table 2 , Achieve has dispensed some of its recent grant funding to the "High Quality Assessment Project (HQAP)," which seems to be headquartered at former Achiever Jennifer Vranek's Education First
Consulting.
42
According to Education First, which "directs HQAP's grantmaking and technical assistance,"
The HQAP network has realized its most critical goal: Participating If given the choice between a "high quality" something and a "low quality"
something, who wouldn't pick the former? Of course, what appears to be "high quality" lies in the eyes of the beholder. In the eyes (and financial incentives) of Achieve and Education First the PARCC and SBAC assessments are high quality, and state-developed tests are not.
Nicely illustrative of the current state of the foundation funded education reform movement is a HQAP publication from Education First. Officers (CCSSO), Center for Assessment, and HumRRO.
• The term "high quality" is selectively defined by referring not to That impact can be good.
But, it also can be bad, and is more likely to be bad when decided reflexively.
The Common Core Initiative may now seem to be failing.
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But, those convinced (or hoping) that the Common Core Initiative runs on its last legs might consider:
• Foundations, lots of them, continue to provide enormous sums to push it.
• Hundreds of organizations, with thousands of staff, remain wholly 
49
• The majority of influential opinion leaders in education policy, standards, and assessment either remain on the Common Core payroll or have publicly committed to supporting it.
50

Conclusion
In its own words 51 Achieve is led by governors, business leaders, and influential national leaders committed to improving K-12 educational outcomes for all students.
Created in 1996 by a bipartisan group of governors and business leaders, Achieve is leading the effort to make college and career readiness a priority across the country so that students graduating from high school are academically prepared for postsecondary success.
Over time, however, the presence of governors and corporate CEOs in 53The 1996 National Education Summit. (n.d.) . A Review of the 1996 National Education Summit.
